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the world.   It made no attempt to improve or teach the
people.   Mencius looked upon Taoism as leading to anarchy
in social matters, for it rejects all forms of interference with
nature and denounces government as unnecessary.   There
is a tendency in Taoism to make out that man in his natural
state is frfee from selfishness and that intellect and desire do
not belong to his 'nature'. If man is selfish and acquisitive,,
it is due to other causes.   The first is the stimulation of mate-
rial objects in nature.   'An excess of colour blinds the eye;
an excess of noise ruins the ear; an excess of condiments
deadens the taste;' and the only way to preserve one's mental
calm is not to get excited by the tempting things.   Social
and political interferences are a second source of disturbance:
4 The more restrictions and prohibitions the more impover-
ished will the people be.   The more weapons there are, the
more confusion will there be in the state.   The more laws
and orders are issued, the more thieves and robbers wilt
abound.'   Chuang Tzu advises us to get back to  nature.
'When sainthood is abandoned and the learned are outcast,,
robbery will cease; when jades are thrown away and jewels,
destroyed,   pilfering  will  not  occur.'1   While  Confucians
emphasize 'reason' in man, the Taoists despise it.   The
Taoist asks us to live nearer to the earth, with an appreciation
of the magic of nature, and many 'civilized' of the modern
generation who live kf a world of celluloid and concrete are
attracted to  the Taoist primitivism.    To the Confucian
principles of fellow-feeling, righteousness, decorum, know-
ledge and loyalty, the Taoists oppose heart, nature, instinct,,
inaction, unconsciousness, ^which is so completely different
from the Buddhist ideal of meditation and effort    Asoka,
the Buddhist ruler of India (third century B.C.), carved on
rocks and pillars maxims which exhort   one to   spiritual
strenuousness as against the Taoist spiritual slackness.   He
said:  'Let all joy be in effort.   Let small and great exert
themselves.*   The Buddhist ideal is one of energetic action.
On one occasion, when the Buddha  approached   a  rich

1.   See liang Chi-cteo:lChinese Political Thought, E.T. (1930), p. U